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CLARIFICATION

RELOCATION OF PORT GARDNER BENCHMARK STATION
Prepared by Gene Revelas (DNR) for the PSDDA agencies.
INTRODUCTION

In the Management Plan Assessment Report for DY 1990 (A-12), the PSDDA agencies indicated their
intent to identify and sample a new benchmark station in Port Gardner prior to the start of DY 1992.

PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION

The combined results of the 1988 PSDDA baseline studies (A-13) and the 1990 post-disposal
monitoring in Port Gardner (A-14) indicated that station PGBO2 was unsuitable for use as a benchmark
location. This station, located approximately two nautical miles west of the disposal site, was
characterized by an unusually high clay content and an atypical infaunal community relative to the
disposal site region. Moreover, bioassay results from PGBO2 failed to meet disposal site biological
testing criteriain both 1988 and 1990; bioassay failures appeared to be the result of conventional
sediment properties (e.g., grain-size, ammonia, sulfides) rather than elevated contaminant levels.

A potential benchmark station, PGBO9, was proposed at alocation 0.25 nautical miles east of the
disposal site, between the site and the Port of Everett. It was sampled in June 1991 for sediment
chemistry, biological testing, bioaccumulation (Molpadia), and benthic infauna (benthic samples were
archived). The complete results of the PGBO9 sampling (A-15) are summarized in Chapter 3 of this
report.

PROPOSED ACTION/MODIFICATION

Based on results of this reconnaissance study, PGBO9 will replace station PGBO2 as the second Port
Gardner benchmark station and will be sampled as part of future monitoring effortsin Port Gardner.
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